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Synopsis

The Man Who Knew Everything is a biography of Athanasius Kircher, a 17th-century German Jesuit
and scientist. He was one of the modern worldA¢a -4,¢s first scientific celebritiesA¢a —a ¢the
Einstein or Stephen Hawking of his time. In 1638, Kircher was lowered into the smoking crater of Mt.
Vesuvius to observe how volcanoes work. After thirty years, he published an 800-page volume of
his findingsA¢a -a ¢along with theories about fossils, geography, the EarthA¢a -a,¢s core,
dragons, the location of the lost city of Atlantis, and more.Kircher has been described as the last
Renaissance man, the first postmodernist, and A¢a —A“the man who knew everything.A¢a —As The
Man Who Knew Everything celebrates KircherA¢a -a,¢s insatiable curiosity, his willingness to ask
questions and to suggest answers, even when he sometimes got it wrong.PetersA¢a -4,¢ dramatic
re-telling of KircherA¢a -4,¢s life is complemented by colorized versions of his etchings, and lively

illustrations by the award-winning artist, Roxanna Bikadoroff.
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For other books by Marilee Peters:A A 10 Rivers That Shaped the WorldGreen Book Festival
Award, Second PlaceBest Books for Kids & Teens, Canadian ChildrenA¢a -4a,¢s Book CentreSilver
Birch Award nomination, Ontario Library AssociationA A A¢a -A[AJccessible and lively A¢a -A| A

well-turned, involving introduction.A¢a —As A¢a -a *Kirkus ReviewsA A A¢a -A“With a colorful,



engaging layout and a unique approach to its topic, this approachabile title is a solid entry point to
both geography and world history.A¢a —Ae A¢a -4 *BooklistA A Making It RightA¢a -A“This
teen-friendly approach to alternative justice is accessible and engaging. Recommended where there
is an interest in social justice issues.A¢a —A+ Aga -4 *School Library JournalA A A¢a -A“lmportant
reading for preteens and teens.A¢a —A+ A¢a —a ‘BooklistA A A¢a —-A“[PetersA¢a —4,¢s] style is
engaging, she lays out complex topics in a manner that is easy to understand without being
condescending, and the scenarios she presents are relatable.A¢a —A« A¢a -a «Quill

&A¢a -EtQuireA A Patient ZeroCCBC Choices 2015, Cooperative ChildrenA¢a —4,¢s Book
CenterBest Books for Kids & Teens, Canadian ChildrenA¢a -4,¢s Book CentreRed Cedar Book
Award finalistA A A¢a -A“The book reads like a thriller, with gripping accounts of how these
diseases affected people.A¢a —A+ A¢a -4 *School Library JournalA A A¢a -A“[T]he mysterious
nature of unexplained epidemics is perfectly captured.A¢a —A« A¢a -a *Kirkus

ReviewsA A A¢a -A“Their stories and those of victims of these diseases are given the
you-are-there treatment in PetersA¢a —4,¢s page-turner.A¢ga -A-A¢a -a *School Library

JournalA A A A For other books by Roxanna Bikadoroff:A A The Alphabet Thief, by Bill Richardson
(Groundwood, March 2017)A¢a -A“The ink-and-watercolor illustrations share space with the text in

energetically varied layouts.A¢a -As A A A¢a -4 «Kirkus Reviews (http://annickpress.com)
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